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     We all need to answer the question, 

"Does Abba really love me?"  But once 

we have the answer, then we need to 

move on and start living our lives like 

He does!  Unfortunately, too many 

Christians wrestle for years with this 

question, and some never are sure 

whether Abba loves them or not.  They 

go through life with what Wayne 

Jacobsen, in his book He Loves Me!, 

calls "daisy-petal Christianity."  They are 

like many young girls as they pull the 

petals one-by-one from a daisy blos-

som, "He loves me.  He loves me not," 

hoping the last petal says, "He loves 

me!" 

     Religious tradition tries to tell us 

that we have to earn His love.  There is 

a resistance from our performance-

based religion toward the free-loving 

relationship that Abba wants to have 

with us.  Our behavior and relationship 

with Abba are controlled by fear and 

judgment rather than love.  True lasting 

freedom from sin and a deep passion 

for Jesus are found only in an intimate 

affection for Him as sons and daugh-

ters. 

     "Nothing fulfills his purpose more 

than when His love overwhelms you, 

then transforms you, and then leads 

you through the rest of your life as a 

reflection of his glory in the earth."  

Wayne Jacobsen 

     Too often we allow our feelings and 

circumstances to determine whether 

Abba loves us: 

  -  "I got a raise!"  He loves me! 

  -  "I didn't get the promotion I wanted, 

instead I lost my job."  He loves me not. 

  -  "Something in the Bible inspired me 

today."  He loves me! 

  -  "My child is seriously ill."  He loves 

me not. 

     We may basically feel that Abba 

loves us, but when hard times come, a 

loved one dies unexpectedly, we lose 

our job, our house burns down, divorce, 

or some other misfortune comes our 

way, we find it hard to still believe that 

Abba loves us.  We must realize that 

Abba's love is big enough to walk us 

through any event in our lives and 

come out the other side stronger and 

more convinced of His love.  We can't 

allow the circumstances to block out 

our image of a loving Father who has a 

gift to give us that will take care of 

every situation we face. 

 

It’s Not About What I Did 

 

     Others may question whether Abba 

loves them because of what they have 

done, what happened to them, or who 

they are.  Abba knows everything about 

you, and yet He loves you through it all.  

You can't avoid His love.  There has 

never been a time when Abba hasn't 

loved you.  There is nothing that you 

will ever do that will cause Abba to love 

you less, and there is nothing that you 

will ever do to cause Him to love you 

more than He does right now!  We must 

allow Abba's love to work in our fears, 
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                                                Prayer Updates! 
 

                                       We are getting ready to go overseas and spend the month of July in Zambia training teachers, sharing the Father’s   

                                        Love with pastors, their wives and leaders in churches, doing outreaches to children, and sharing with several     

                                        thousand youth about sexual purity and the Father’s Love.  Please be in prayer for us as we prepare what we will be    

                                        sharing in June and then during the entire month of July while we are in Zambia.  Pray for lives to be impacted by   

the message of the Father’s Love and that we can share His love to all we meet and interact with.  We do not want the people to just learn 

about His love, but to experience it! 
 

Shortly after we get back, on August 12th, we will have the opportunity to share Father’s Love with children who have suffered some type of  

loss or other traumatic event in their life.  It is part of an outreach by Blair County through “Grief Camps” for the kids to help them deal with 

the pain in their life.  Please pray for His love to heal broken and wounded hearts. 

 

Then we will be flying out to Minnesota to be part of the prayer team for Jody and Alyosha Ryabinov who will be sharing on the Father’s Love  

and Hebrew Nuggets.  Pray for us to flow with the Spirit as we minister His love to the people in attendance Friday and Saturday, August 14 

and 15. 
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weaknesses, inadequacies, and insecu-

rities.  He did not love us less while we 

were sinners. Rom. 5:8 

     Another reason for not experiencing 

the fullness of His love is the shame 

and fear that we have about our own 

sinful nature and condition.  We tend to 

look at Abba from the perspective of, 

"Oh holy God, Oh sinful me!"  Fear is 

typically used to get someone to make 

Jesus their Savior and Lord to escape 

Hell.  Because we think that we're just a 

"sinner saved by grace," we don't feel 

like we have any right to get too close 

to Abba.  How or why would Abba want 

to have an intimate relationship with 

me?  So we keep our distance and feel 

comfortable just knowing that He's 

around if we need Him.  However, the 

reality of Hell doesn't transform us, only 

the love of our Father does.  We have 

this dichotomy between an angry judg-

mental God and a loving Father. 

 

Fear Can Hinder Us 

 

     In the Old Testament, the people 

saw the awesome presence and works 

of the Father, sometimes administering 

judgment and justice on those who 

were rebellious or disobedient.  Out of 

fear in what He might do to them, they 

kept their distance and had Moses and 

the priests approach Abba for them.  

But Jesus came to reintroduce a loving 

Father with compassion and extrava-

gant love for them.  He was a friend 

willing to die for them, a bridegroom 

desiring to pour all His love out for 

them, a gentle mother who would 

gather them under her wing and protect 

them.  His wrath against sin was be-

cause, as a loving Father, He could not 

stand back and just watch sin destroy 

us.  His anger and judgments are al-

ways against sin and not us. 

     The fear of Hell and His judgments 

only create insecurity in us and take us 

further away from Him.  If we are uncer-

tain of His love for us, we will strive to 

please Him with our works.  Our atti-

tude becomes, "Do I have to?" rather 

than that "I want to."  If we choose the 

"have to" attitude, we deny the power of 

the cross and substitute human reli-

gious effort to somehow "win" His love.  

The gift of His love and salvation are 

free, and our motivation to do things 

comes out of our desire to bless Him 

and feel His pleasure.  He doesn't want 

our obedience, only our heart.  He 

wants you to know how much you are 

loved so that you will choose to love 

Him. 

     We need to stop living as if we were-

n't love.  Most of us live our lives like we 

were less loved. 

  -  When we continually give in to sin 

or are trapped in some addic-

tion, we are living less loved. 

-  When we give in to worry, anxiety, 

fear, or insecurities, we are living 

less loved. 

-  When we try to earn Abba's favor 

through our good deeds, we are 

living less loved. 

-  When we get caught up in reli-

gious activities to try and be 

more acceptable in His sight, we 

are living less loved. 

-  When we don't trust Him to meet 

all our needs and try to do it all 

our self, we are living less loved. 

     After the Fall, man and woman tried 

to get all of their love and fulfillment 

from each other.  Since then, we have 

looked to man to fill our desire for sig-

nificance, identity, and destiny, some-

thing only Abba can give us.  It is only 

as we draw near to Abba that He can 

give us our true identity and the reality 

that we are sons and daughters.  Our 

Father is not just any father; He's the 

King! 

     As sons and daughters we were cre-

ated to depend upon our Father to 

meet all our needs, to be our life 

source.  Like a very young child, we 

cannot survive for long without that 

source of life.  The Prodigal Son thought 

that he did not need his father's sup-

port and struck out on his own to find 

real life in the "far country."  With the 

money in his pocket, he started down 

the lane not realizing that his umbilical 

cord was dragging behind him.  He was 

disconnected from life, love, freedom, 

approval and strength. Without this 

source of life, we start searching for the 

substitute lovers in the "far country" 

only to find out that they were discon-

nected too and trying to suck life out of 

someone else.   

     In most marriages, we live like we 

are less loved.  We come into the rela-

tionship needy and expecting the other 

person to meet all our love needs.  "I'm 

giving you the opportunity of a lifetime.  

You are going to spend the rest of your 

life meeting all my love needs!"   We are 

like two ticks and no dog, trying to suck 

all the life out of our spouse.  Abba's 

plan was for a man and woman to grow 

up in a healthy home, getting all their 

love needs met from a loving father and 

mother.  At some point, the source 

would shift from the parents to Abba, 

and then they would come together full 

of love with love to give away.  "I'm al-

ready loved.  What can I do to meet 

your love needs?" 

     People who live less loved also have 

a hard time forgiving themselves and 

others.  It is hard for us to accept His 

forgiveness of us, and instead we live in 

guilt, shame, and fear.  Unforgiveness 

is a "debtor's mentality" trying to hold 

on to something someone else owes 

us.  Like the unforgiving servant, we 

want others to repay us some small 

debt when we have been forgiven of a 

debt far greater than we could ever 

repay.  We must be willing to forgive the 

debt someone else cannot pay and 

allow Abba to repay us through His love. 

     Still others who live less loved are 

like the older brother who thought that 

he had to serve and work hard in order 

to honor and win the respect of his fa-

ther.  He never felt like he owned any-

thing or could even ask his father for 

much.  His focus was entirely on the 

inheritance and not on the relationship 

with his father.  We try to do things on 
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our own apart from the Father too in 

hopes of pleasing Him.  We don't work 

for the Father, we work with Him.   

     When all our efforts are to try and 

please Him, we walk on what Wayne 

Jacobsen calls the "favor line."  It is an 

invisible line between what brings 

someone favor, blessing, and accep-

tance and what brings displeasure, 

curses, and rejection.  Our parents, 

teachers, friends, and bosses all have 

one.  We only assume that Abba must 

have one too.  By what is happening in 

our life, we can assess on what side of 

the line we are.  We can never be sure 

how much we need to do to stay in His 

favor or how He really thinks about us.  

Performance becomes everything.  Am I 

keeping all the Law, am I keeping the 

commandments, am I walking in love, 

am I being Christ-like today, am I doing 

all I can to be pleasing to the Father?      

     We keep trying harder to win His 

affection, but we're never quite sure.  

The reality is that Jesus came to smash 

the "favor line" and help us realize that 

we are already walking in the favor of 

the Lord because He has always 

poured His love out on us.  Even if you 

never do anything more, He still de-

lights in you as His child! 

 

Living More Loved 

 

     Abba's love is continuously flowing 

towards us, but we choose whether to 

stay in that flow or not.  We may feel 

more loved now than in the past, but it 

is not because Abba's love for us has 

changed.  It is because our ability and 

capacity to receive His love has 

changed.  Calvary opens our eyes to His 

love, and as we grow in our knowledge 

and intimacy with Him, we discover the 

full glory of His love. 

     What we need to do is live as loved 

as we always have been loved.  This 

can only happen as we move from 

knowing He loves us in our head to 

experiencing His love through a per-

sonal intimate relationship with Him.  A 

natural example is the knowing that a 

man and woman achieve as they join 

their lives together in marriage.  They 

begin to experience the love that they 

have for each other.  I don't have to tell 

Sue that I love her.  She knows it! 

     The more we experientially know 

Him, the stronger our love for Him 

grows.  Ps. 39:3  "My heart was hot 

within me."  As we know Him, we learn 

to know our self and the reality of being 

sons and daughters.  Our obedience 

and freedom from sin comes from love 

for Him.  True pleasure comes from 

being in His presence which drives us 

to want Him more.  It is like an engaged 

couple whose passion for each other 

grows stronger as they approach the 

wedding day!  Well, the King is in love 

and He has chosen you to be His bride!   

     Just as the Prodigal Son discovered, 

Father is our true source of strength 

and supply.  He loved his son all the 

time he was away from him and lav-

ished all his inheritance back on him 

when he returned home.  He gave him 

the robe of identity, the shoes of owner-

ship and inheritance, and the ring of his 

authority.   There is nothing Abba has 

that He does not want to give us.  We 

need to sense His pleasure in us even 

when we fail.  He has already covered 

all your mistakes and all the sins you 

will ever commit.  We can live care-free, 

free to give because He has already 

supplied all of our needs according to 

His riches in glory.  This is not a license 

to sin, but a motivation to live a holy life 

fully pleasing to the One who loves us 

most.  His love is extravagant, passion-

ate, and wild! 

     "God's love for us is too large to 

fathom – but it's an incredible adven-

ture to try.  It is deep enough to cover 

everything, high enough to conquer 

everything, wide enough to encompass 

everything, and long enough to last 

forever."  Graham Cooke   God Re-

vealed 

     Intimacy with Abba is not optional for 

a victorious and prosperous life.  We 

must stay close to Him and spend time 

in prayer, worship, praise, and study of 

His Word.  We will take time for what is 

important in our life.  Our favor with 

Abba is tied to our intimacy with Him.  

His presence must be with us all the 

time.  He must become our refuge and 

hiding place where Satan cannot reach 

us or even find us.  (He's walking 

around seeking someone to devour!)  

How you see Abba and yourself deter-

mine how you will see life and live it.  

We need to keep improving our image 

of Abba.  We must keep answering the 

question Jesus asked, "Who do you say 

that I am?"  Each new image of Abba 

brings us a little closer to Him. 

     Abba is the initiator.  He first loved 

us so that we would want to love Him.  

He has to get us to ask Him for what He 

already wants to give us.  He also wants 

to do everything with us and be in-

volved in every part of our life.  Gary 

Wiens shares a vision he had in his 

book Come to Papa about a little boy 

who received a new toy.  He was sitting 

on the floor trying to figure out the com-

plicated instructions to put the toy to-

gether.  The more he worked at it, the 

more frustrated he got.  Then he saw 

his dad come into the room and offer to 

help his son.  He got down on the floor, 

and with the instructions helped his son 

put the toy together.  That is the way 

our heavenly Father is too.  He doesn't 

give us difficult or impossible tasks to 

do to frustrate us.  He wants us to ask 

Him for help so that He can work on 

them with us. 

     It all started with a family in a gar-

den.  Abba had perfect fellowship with 

Adam and Eve before the Fall.  Jesus 

labored in a garden and then died for 

our sins.  After three days He rose from 

a garden to restore us to the family.  

Jesus did everything necessary to bring 

us back into a face-to-face relationship, 

with our Father.  It is a place where we 

can start to live more loved! 
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I bless you with a heart willing, able and ready to receive the love that Abba has for 
you! I bless you with an abundance of  Abba’s love being poured out into your life, 
so that you may experience the life He has laid out before you exceedingly, abun-
dantly above anything you could ask or imagine. I bless you with a willingness to 
open your heart, your mind and your soul to Abba in order that He may bring the 
love, the healing, the grace, mercy and forgiveness you seek. I bless you with people 
who will love you unconditionally and will teach you to love others in the same un-
conditional manner. I bless you with the peace that comes from walking in Abba’s 
love, knowing that He will adequately meet all your needs for each and every day. I 
bless you with an abundance of  His joy that He so willingly bestows upon you be-
cause of  His great love for you! I bless you in the name of  your Abba Daddy!  
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